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Competition for key resourcesi several critical resources on which food
production relies will come under more pressure in the future. Conversely,
growth in the food system will exacerbate these pressures:

Land for food production: Overdl, relatively little new land has been
brought into agriculture in recent decades. Although global crop yields grew
by 115% between 1967 and 2007, the area of land in agriculture increased
by only 8% and the total currently stands at approximately 4,60@rm
hectares. While substantial additional land could in principle be suitable for
food production, in practice land will come under growing pressure for other
uses. For example, land will be lost to urbanisation, desertification,
salinisation and seaVel rise, although some options may arise for- salt
tolerant crops or aquaculture. Also, while it has been estimated that the
quality of around 16% of total land area including cropland, rangeland and

forests is improving, the International Soil Refereand Information Centre
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has estimated (2009) that of the 11.5 billion hectares of vegetated land on
earth, about 24%has undergone humamduced soil degradation, in
particular through erosion. In addition, with expanding population, there
will be more pessure for land to be used for other purposes. And wiiite
forms of biofuels can play an important role in the mitigation of climate
change, they may ledd a reduction in land available for agriculture.

There are strong environmental grounds foritlimy any significant
expansion of agricultural land in tffieture (although restoration of derelict,
degraded or degrading land will be important). In particufarther
conversion of rainforest to agricultural land should be avoided as it will
increasegreenhous@as emissions very significantly and accelerate the loss

of biodiversity.
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"In 1911, John Muir observed how, 'when we try to pick out anything by
itself in nature, we find it hitched to everything else in the universe." A
century later, a gathery of the World Economic Forum discovered the
same phenomenon. Four hundred top decisiakers listed themyriad
looming threats to global stability, including famine, terrorism, inequality,
disease, poverty, and climate change. Yet when we tried to ssdéach
diverse force, we found them all attached to one universal security risk: fresh

water."
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